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TOTES FOR BOTTLES 
CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 



[0001] The present application claims the benefit of and priority to U.S. 

Provisional Application Serial No. 60/535,443, filed on January 9, 2004, the entire 
content of which is incorporated herein by reference. 

BACKGROUND 

Technical Field 

[0002] The present disclosure relates to portable bottle carriers and, more 

particularly, to tote bags suitable for carrying at least one bottle of wine. 

Background of Related Art 

[0003] Heretofore, when carrying wine bottles in a paper bag, sack or the like, the 

glass wine bottles, unless restrained or held separated in the bag, could jostle against each 
other with the result that one or more bottles may break. Even if the bag is carefully 
handled to prevent breakage of the bottles, the bottles still may strike against each other 
such that a ringing or other irritating sound is produced. Moreover, the relatively thin 
nature of the paper bag or sack renders the bottles contained therein vulnerable to 
breakage as the result of the paper bag or sack striking and/or banging against another 
object. In addition, paper bags or sacs are incapable of independently retaining the bottle 
therein, thereby resulting in bottles slipping out of or otherwise disassociating from the 
paper bag or sac upon transport thereof. 
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[0004] Conventional bags and/or sacs are incapable of regulating and/or 

maintaining the temperature of the bottle retained therein for an extended period of time. 
In addition, conventional bags and/or sacs are incapable of protecting and/or otherwise 
cushioning the bottle against impacts and the like. 

[0005] A need therefore exists for a portable wine bottle carrier which reduces the 

tendency of breakage of the bottles being transported therein, which prevents the bottles 
from striking one another so as to eliminate any irritating sounds resulting therefrom, 
and/or which reduces the tendency for bottles to become disassociated therefrom. Such 
carrier desirably should be conveniently totable and desirably should be aesthetically 
pleasing in appearance. 

SUMMARY 

[0006] The present disclosure relates to portable bottle carriers (i.e., tote bags) for 

carrying at least one bottle therein, preferably a bottle of wine therein. 

[0007] According to one aspect of the present disclosure, a tote for carrying and 

transporting a bottle or bottles, is provided. The tote includes a front panel defining a 
right side, a left side, a bottom, and a top terminal edge, and a rear panel defining a right 
side, a left side, a bottom, and a top terminal edge. The rear panel is secured to the front 
panel along at least the right side, the left side and the bottom terminal edges. The front 
and rear panels define a pocket therebetween. The front and/or rear panel is fabricated 
from an elastic, insulative, impact absorbent material. The tote has a substantially 
flattened condition when no bottle is disposed in the pocket thereof. 



2 



1422-3 

[0008] Preferably, the front and rear panels are fabricated from neoprene. The 

front and rear panels may have a thickness of between about 3mm to about 5mm. 
Preferably, the neoprene is sandwiched between layers of stretch nylon. 

[0009] The bottom terminal edges of the front and rear panels are arcuate when 

the tote is in the flattened condition. Accordingly, when a bottle is at least partially 
inserted into the opening between the front and rear panels, the arcuate bottom terminal 
edge thereof flattens. 

[0010] Preferably, the front and rear panels are secured to one another by at least 

one of stitching, adhering, welding, and stapling. Desirably, at least one of the front and 
rear panels includes an aperture formed therein. The upper terminal edges of the front 
and rear panels may be arcuate. 

[0011] In one embodiment, the front panel and the rear panel are secured to one 

another along a contact line positioned between the right side terminal edges and the left 
side terminal edges thereof. The contact line divides the pocket between the front and 
rear panels into a first pocket and a second pocket. The bottom terminal edges of each of 
the front and rear panels is scalloped. Accordingly, a first lobe of the bottom terminal 
edge is in operative association with the first pocket and a second lobe of the bottom 
terminal edge is in operative association with the second pocket. 

[0012] In another embodiment, the tote further includes a third panel defining a 

right side, a left side, a bottom, and a top terminal edge. Accordingly, the right side 
terminal edge of the front panel is secured to the left side terminal edge of the rear panel, 
and a portion of the bottom terminal edge of the front panel is secured to the bottom 
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terminal edge of the rear panel; the right side terminal edge of the rear panel is secured to 
the left side terminal edge of the third panels, and a portion of the bottom terminal edge 
of the rear panel is secured to a portion of the bottom terminal edge of the third panel; 
and the right side terminal edge of the third panel is secured to the left side terminal edge 
of the front panel, and a portion of the bottom terminal edge of the third panel is secured 
to a portion of the bottom terminal edge of the front panel. The front, rear and third 
panels may be secured to one another along a contact line substantially centrally located 
between the right and left side terminal edges of each of the front, the rear and the third 
panels. 

[0013] In yet another embodiment, the tote includes a first front panel defining a 

right side, a left side, a bottom, and a top terminal edge, and a first rear panel defining a 
right side, a left side, a bottom, and a top terminal edge. The first rear panel is secured to 
the first front panel along at least the right side, the left side and the bottom terminal 
edges. The first front and first rear panels are secured to one another along a first contact 
line positioned between the right side terminal edges and the left side terminal edges 
thereof. The first contact line defines a first pocket and a second pocket between the first 
front panel and the first rear panel. The bottom terminal edge of each of the first front 
and first rear panels is scalloped, wherein a first lobe of the bottom terminal edge is in 
operative association with the first pocket and a second lobe of the bottom terminal edge 
is in operative association with the second pocket. 

[0014] In the present embodiment, the tote further includes a second front panel 

defining a right side, a left side, a bottom, and a top terminal edge, and a second rear 
panel defining a right side, a left side, a bottom, and a top terminal edge, the second rear 
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panel being secured to the second front panel along at least the right side, the left side and 
the bottom terminal edges. The second front and second rear panels are secured to one 
another along a second contact line positioned between the right side terminal edges and 
the left side terminal edges thereof. The second contact line defines a third pocket and a 
fourth pocket between the second front panel and the second rear panel. The bottom 
terminal edges of each of the second front and second rear panels is scalloped, wherein a 
first lobe of the bottom terminal edge is in operative association with the third pocket and 
a second lobe of the bottom terminal edge is in operative association with the fourth 
pocket. Preferably, the first contact line is secured to the second contact line. 

[0015] The tote may further include a tote strap for selectively engaging the tote. 

The tote strap includes a hook member for selectively engaging a support structure; and a 
loop extending from the hook member. The loop has sufficient length to be fed through 
the hand hold of the tote and for the hook member to then be fed through the loop. 

[0016] According to another aspect of the present disclosure, a tote for carrying 

and transporting a bottle or bottles is provided. The tote includes a front panel defining a 
perimetral edge; and a rear panel defining a perimetral edge. The front panel is secured 
to the rear panel along at least a portion of the perimetral edge so as to define a pocket 
therebetween and an opening into the pocket. The front and rear panels are fabricated 
from an elastic, insulative, impact absorbent material. 

[0017] The front and rear panels are preferably fabricated from neoprene 

laminated between two layers of stretch nylon. The front and rear panels are secured to 
one another along a contact line extending in a direction orthogonal to the opening. The 
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contact line divides the pocket into a first and a second pocket, wherein the terminal edge 
opposite the opening is scalloped such that each of the first and second pockets is in 
operative association with a lobe of the scalloped terminal edge. 

[0018] According to another aspect of the present disclosure, a carrier for 

transporting a bottle or bottles, is provided. The carrier includes a tote having a non-rigid 
front and rear panel secured to one another along a right side terminal edge, a left side 
terminal edge and a bottom terminal edge to thereby define a pocket having an open top. 
A contact line is provided between the right side terminal edge and the left side terminal 
edge to divide the pocket into a first and a second pocket. The bottom terminal edge is 
scalloped such that each of the first and second pockets is in operative association with a 
lobe of the scalloped bottom terminal edge, wherein the tote is fabricated from neoprene. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0019] By way of example only, preferred embodiments of the disclosure will be 

described with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which: 

[0020] FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a tote according to an embodiment of the 

present disclosure, shown in a first condition; 

[0021] FIG. 2 is a plan view of the tote of FIG. 1 ; 

[0022] FIG. 3 is a plan view of the tote of FIGS. 1 and 2, in a second condition 

including a pair of bottles retained therein; 
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[0023] FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the tote of FIGS. 1-3, while in the second 

condition; 

[0024] FIG. 5 is a front elevational view of the tote of FIGS. 1-4, while in the 

second condition, with a flap thereof turned down; 

[0025] FIG. 6 is a plan view of a tote according to another embodiment of the 

present disclosure; 

[0026] FIG. 7 is a perspective view of a tote according to yet another embodiment 

of the present disclosure; 

[0027] FIG. 8 is a perspective view of a tote according to still another 

embodiment of the present disclosure; and 

[0028] FIG. 9 is a perspective view of a tote strap for use in connection with any 

of the totes of the present disclosure. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0029] Referring now in detail to the drawings and initially to FIGS. 1-5, a bottle 

tote constructed in accordance with the present disclosure is designated generally by 
reference numeral 100. Tote 100 includes a front panel 102 and a rear panel 104 
operatively secured to one another along a number of sides thereof. Preferably, each 
panel 102, 104 includes a right side edge 102a, 104a, respectively, a left side edge 102b, 



7 



1422-3 

104b, respectively, a bottom edge 102c, 104c, respectively, and a top edge 102d, 104d, 
respectively. 

[0030] Preferably, front panel 102 is secured to rear panel 104 along at least three 

side edges thereof, namely, right side edge 102a, 104a, left side edge 102b, 104b, and 
bottom edge 102c, 104c. Front panel 102 is preferably secured to rear panel 104 by 
stitching along right side edges 102a, 104a, left side edges 102b, 104b and bottom edges 
102c, 104c. While stitching is preferred, it is envisioned that front panel 102 can be 
secured to rear panel 104 by adhering, welding, stapling and the like. Top edges 102d, 
104d are preferably separated from one another to define an opening 106 into tote 100. 
Desirably, front panel 102 and rear panel 104 are secured (e.g., stitched, glued, welded, 
etc.) to one another along a contact line 108 located between right side edges 102a, 104a 
and left side edges 102b, 104b. 

[0031] Contact line 108 is preferably longitudinally oriented to thereby define a 

pair of bottle receiving pockets or cavities 1 10a, 1 10b. While it is desirably that contact 
line 108 be centrally positioned between right side edge 102a, 104a, and left side edge 
102b, 104b, to thereby define pockets 1 10a, 1 10b having substantially the same 
dimensions, it is envisioned and within the scope of the present disclosure for contact line 
108 to be positioned closer to right side edge 102a, 104a or left side edge 102b, 104b, to 
thereby define pockets 1 10a, 1 10b having different dimensions from one another. 

[0032] Top edges 102d, 104d of front and rear panels 102, 104 can be rounded 

wherein top edges 102d, 104d commence where right side edges 102a, 104a and left side 
edges 102b, 104b terminate, thereby defining a front flap 1 12 and a rear flap 1 14, 
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respectively. Bottom edges 102c, 104c of front and rear panels 102, 104 are preferably 
scalloped, defined by a pair of lobes 1 16, 1 18. Preferably, each pocket 1 10a, 1 10b of tote 
100 is in registration with a respective lobe 1 16, 1 18 (i.e., contact line 108 is axially 
aligned with the intersection of lobes 1 16, 1 18). As will be discussed in greater detail 
below, lobes 1 16, 118 allow tote 100 to: 1) store flat when not in use; and 2) stand 
upright when bottles are fully inserted therein. 

[0033] Each panel 102, 104 of tote 100 is preferably fabricated from neoprene 

rubber, more preferably, CR+ (100%) neoprene rubber having stretch nylon laminated to 
the front and back thereof. Each panel 102, 104 preferably has a thickness of between 
about 3mm to about 5mm. The neoprene rubber material acts as a shock absorber to 
dissipate and/or otherwise absorb forces which may impact on tote 100. Fabrication of 
tote 100 from neoprene rubber material allows for tote 100 to be fabricated with no 
moving parts or separate parts/hardware and yet at the same time substantially grip the 
bottle retained therein. Since the neoprene rubber material has a degree of resiliency, tote 
100 can accommodate receipt of and retention of bottles of varying sizes (e.g., bottles 
having uniform and/or non-uniform diameters along the length thereof, bottles of various 
diameters and non-circular bottles). The neoprene rubber material also provides tote 100 
with a degree of insulation greater that a tote fabricated from paper or the like and 
thereby allows tote 100 to better maintain the temperature of the bottle(s) retained 
therein. 

[0034] Desirably, front panel 102 and rear panel 104 includes an aperture 120 

formed therein defining a hand hold. Preferably, if tote 100 is fabricated from a neoprene 
rubber material, the hand hold is provided with a degree of comfort for the carrier. 
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[0035] As seen in FIGS. 1 and 2, tote 100 has a first configuration wherein tote 

100 is substantially flat, i.e., front panel 102 is at least substantially in contact with rear 
panel 104. In this manner, when tote 100 is not in use, tote 100 can advantageously be 
stored in a substantially flat configuration, rolled-up, or otherwise manipulated as needed. 

[0036] As seen in FIGS. 3-5, tote 100 has a second configuration wherein tote 

100 substantially conforms to the shape and/or outer contour of a bottle "B" placed 
and/or inserted into pockets 1 10a, 1 10b. When one bottle "B'\ preferably two bottles 
"B", is/are fully inserted into one or each cavity 1 10a, 1 10b, front panel 102 is separated 
from rear panel 104 and the respective lobe 1 16, 1 18, advantageously flattens to allow 
tote 100 to stand upright. 

[0037] Since tote 100 is preferably fabricated from neoprene and has a degree of 

elasticity, tote 100 substantially conforms to the contour and/or shape of bottles "B" and 
effectively grips bottles "B", thereby effectively reducing the tendency for bottles "B" to 
"slip out off pockets 1 10a, 1 10b. In addition, the neoprene provides tote 100 with a 
degree of cushion thereby absorbing impacts and shocks which would otherwise be 
transmitted to bottles "B". For example, the location of contact line 108 and the size of 
pockets 1 10a, 1 10b may be selected to accommodate bottles "B" which are sized to hold 
at least 500ml, 750ml, 1L and 1.5L of fluid. 

[0038] Additionally, contact line 108 separates pocket 1 10a from pocket 1 10b, 

thereby eliminating and/or reducing the tendency of the adjacent bottles "B" from 
contacting and/or otherwise banging into one another, thereby reducing the chances of 
breakage and reducing the incidents of clanking. 
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[0039] Moreover, the neoprene construction acts like an insulator to aid in the 

maintenance of bottles "B" in a chilled condition if desired. If desired, one pocket 1 10a, 
1 10b can contain a chilled bottle "B" while the other pocket 1 10a, 1 10b can contain an 
un-chilled bottle "B". In this manner, the chilled bottle will remain relatively colder and 
the un-chilled bottle will remain relatively warmer. 

[0040] Turning now to FIG. 6, a tote in accordance with another embodiment of 

the present disclosure is generally designated as 200. Tote 200 is substantially similar to 
tote 100 except that tote 200 includes a single pocket (not shown), for retaining a single 
bottle therein. Similar to tote 100, tote 200 has a first configuration in which tote 200 is 
substantially flat and a second configuration in which tote 200 substantially conforms to 
the contour of the bottle placed therein. When the bottle is fully inserted into the pocket 
of tote 200, the bottom of tote 200 becomes substantially flat, allowing for tote 200 to 
stand in an upright condition. 

[0041] Turning now to FIG. 7, a tote in accordance with yet another embodiment 

of the present disclosure is generally designated as 300. Tote 300 is substantially similar 
to tote 100 and will only be discussed in detail to the extent necessary to identify 
differences in construction and operation. 

[0042] Tote 300 includes a first panel 302, a second panel 304, and a third panel 

305 operatively secured to one another along a number of sides thereof. Preferably, each 
panel 302, 304 and 305 includes a side edge 302a, 304a and 305a, respectively, a side 
edge 302b, 304b and 305b, respectively, a bottom edge 302c, 304c and 305c, 
respectively, and a top edge 302d, 304d and 305d, respectively. 
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[0043] Preferably, first panel 302 is secured (e.g., stitched, adhered, welded, etc.) 

to second panel 304 along at least two side edges thereof, namely, side edge 302b, 304a, 
and one half of bottom edge 302c, 304c. Second panel 304 is secured to third panel 305 
along at least two side edges thereof, namely, side edge 304b and 305a respectively, and 
one half of bottom edge 304c 305c, respectively. Third panel 305 is secured to first panel 
302 along at least two side edges thereof, namely, side edge 305b and 302a, and one half 
of bottom edge 305c, 302c. First, second and third panels 302, 304 and 305 are 
preferably secured to one another along a contact line 308 substantially centrally located. 
Contact line 308 is preferably longitudinally oriented to thereby define three bottle 
receiving pockets or cavities 310a, 310b and 310c. Tote 300 is essentially in the form of 
a triad. 

[0044] Turning now to FIG. 8, a tote in accordance with still another embodiment 

of the present disclosure is generally designated as 400. Tote 400 is substantially similar 
to tote 100 and will only be discussed in detail to the extent necessary to identify 
differences in construction and operation. 

[0045] Tote 400 is essentially a pair of totes 100 operatively secured to one 

another. In this manner, tote 400 includes two pairs of or four bottle receiving pockets or 
cavities 410a-410d. While four flaps 412a-412d are shown, providing the contents of 
tote 400 with the maximum amount of protection, it is envisioned and contemplated that 
any number of flaps 412 are possible. 

[0046] Similar to tote 100, tote 400 has a first configuration in which tote 400 is 

substantially flat, as seen in FIG. 8, and a second configuration in which tote 400 
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substantially conforms to the contour of bottles placed therein. When bottles are fully 
inserted into pockets 410a-410d of tote 400, the bottom of tote 400 becomes substantially 
flat, allowing for tote 400 to stand in an upright condition. Tote 400 can essentially be 
considered a quad tote. 

[0047] As seen in FIG. 9, a tote strap 500 can be provided for attaching and/or 

otherwise connecting any of totes 100-400 to a rolling travel bag, a shopping cart, an 
vehicle or the like. Tote strap 500 includes a hook member 502 fabricated from a rigid 
material, e.g., rigid plastics, composites, metals and the like. Tote strap 500 further 
includes a loop 504 extending from hook member 502. Loop 504 preferably has a length 
sufficient for loop 504 to be fed through hand hold 120 of tote 100 and then hook 
member 502 is fed through loop 504 and pulled or cinched to thereby tighten loop 504. 
Hook member 502 can then be connected to the rolling baggage, the shopping cart, the 
vehicle or the like. 

[0048] It will be understood that various modifications may be made to the 

embodiments disclosed herein. For example, while totes for 1-4 bottles have been shown 
and described, it is envisioned that totes for any number of bottles can be provided by 
combining any of the totes disclosed herein. Accordingly, the above description should 
not be construed as limiting, but merely as an exemplification of preferred embodiments. 
Those skilled in the art will envision other modifications within the scope and spirit of 
the claims appended hereto. 
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